





















































The cattle fence downstream from Austin cost the lives of
many who found themselves or their clothing entangled in
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over the fence. He threw his young child over it to safety, then
was pulled under by the water. An immigrant woman caught
her dress in the fence, and passed a small child over to waiting
hands. She, too, was swept under.
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confused as to how many of their neighbors had died. In fact,
the hospital reported few injuries. Most of the victims died
quickly. That night, the news was sent to the outside world.
By morning, the Harrisburg Telegraph reported 200 dead.

The count swelled to 500 in the Evening Telegraph, in New
York City. As news spread outward like ripples in a pond, the
body count increased. The Sunday edition of the San Francisco
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London Times had a front page story recounting the deaths of
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Newsreels relayed the heart-wrenching aftermath of the
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valley, punctuated by billowing clouds of white smoke. Fires,
fed by broken gas lines, tore through the remains of the town.
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lay strewn “like so many cheese boxes.” Twisted hulks of
buildings mingled with piles of burning lumber and corpses.
Children burrowed into the debris piles that were once their
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men into less than they wanted to be.”

Appeals for state disaster assistance were denied. The

Bayless Pulp Mill and other businesses in Austin incurred
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whose sister Grace and their elderly parents perished in the
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of human rights,” said Baldwin. The Methodist minister,
Reverend Harter, traveled with his family to Altoona to seek
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children poured in from around the world.
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many times before, but never so terribly as this one. Many
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pledges from the townspeople that they would not sue him for
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the second dam broke - with much less serious harm done - in
1942.

Brought to trial for prostitution, Cora Brooks pleaded for the
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declared, “Cora Brooks proved she was not only human, but
humane.”

There was never a public trial to place responsibility for the
failure of the dam. Designer Hatton fought Bayless in the
public press. Ultimately, Hatton felt distraught over the
tragedy. “Let the young engineer look to my misfortune,” he
wrote. Editorializing about the “The Lesson of Austin,” The
Saturday Globe of Utica, N.Y., concluded “... if the frightful
fate visited upon Austin results in greater engineering and
construction care in the case of the many great dams that
are now being built and which are designed to hold back
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probably criminal as it was, will not have been in vain.”

have you heard...the whole dam story?







Austin, PA —circa 1906
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Source: www.phmc.state.pa.us/Bah/DAM/mg/mg457.htm
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Land Cover Analysis - South
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Dam Park South Entrance
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The Dam Welcome Center
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Bayless Papermill Foundations and Ruins
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Mill Machine Room Ruins
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have you heard...the whole dam story?
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PA Wilds
. Lumber Heritage
Use art to carry the connection between Borough .
2 the park and the town M ADMA Region
P ' PA Council on the
Arts
Include an Austin related sculpture as a PA Wilds
2-d key component of the proposed Austin L Borough Lumber Heritage
Tribute Parklet. Region
Place banners with art that reflects the PA Wilds
2-e community’s heritage on the light poles M Borough Lumber Heritage
throughout the Main Street. Region
Develop an artisan gallery, or Co-Op, Borough
along Main Street where local and . ADMA
2 regional artists can show and sell their S PA Wilds PA Route 6
creations. E.O. Austin
Create a community-wide committee Residents &
LC - Strategy 3 that will focus on fulfilling the vision for I Borough )
Austin. Businesses

1332011-02y

/2yyS0a2ya (12 iKS w5312y

2990 /720yt Hali2ia

Use the Potter County Visitors
Association as the first point of contact on-
t/+1 1 {{N-iS38 m for marketing needs related to the PA Goin All All
Wilds, the Rt. 6 Heritage Corridor, and g
the Lumber Heritage Region.
PPN Maintain a strong relationship with the On-
+1 -
/e {ullis3e o Potter County Visitors Association. Going Al Al
PA Wilds
PA Wilds - Strategy | Develop a strong relationship with local On- ADMA PA Wilds
1 PA Wilds staff. Going Borough
PA Wilds - Strategy Register with the_PA WI|F|S tp use their Borough _
logo. Encourage its use in signage and I PA Wilds
2 . ADMA
marketing.
PA Wilds - Strategy Coor.dlnate w!th PA Wllds to market ADMA PA Wilds
3 Austin on their website.
—— Register the proposed artisan gallery or
PA Wilds - Strategy Co-Op as part of the PA Wilds Artisan S Gallery PA Wilds
4 . Sponsor
Trail.
Invite the PA Wilds Small Business
PA Wilds - Strategy | Ombudsman to assist in business Refer to BDS - Strategy 6
5 development. (See Business
Development Strategies)
. Utilize the PA Wilds design standards
PA Wilds - Strategy in all park, town, and business Oh' All PA Wilds
6 Going
development.
Sinnemahoning State Park
Establish and maintain a personal . .
X L ADMA Sinnemahoning
SSP - Strategy 1 relationship with the staff at Borough State Park

Sinnemahoning State Park.
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Create a business atmosphere that
attracts visitors to shop in Austin —

attractive buildings and streets, friendly Borough
. NCRPDC
and knowledgeable staff, goods and On- PA Wilds
2-a X X . . PA DCED
services that tourists need, easily Going LHR PCRA
accessible drinking fountains and PA Route 6
restrooms, and lots of available parking
for bicycles, automobiles, and campers.
2-b Identify specific business deficiencies. | Completed in cc;)r;;:nctlon with this 9/2011
9 Keep up Wlth business expansion as L L.ocal PCVA
demand increases. Businesses
. . . . Borough
Begin business expansion by growing . PA DCED
A ) . PA Wilds
2-d existing businesses to meet growing M PCRA
demand LHR NCRPDC
' PA Route 6
. . Borough
Recruit new businesses when the .
. On- PA Wilds
2-e expanding demand cannot be met . -
locally Going LHR
' PA Route 6
As the proposed trail comes to Austin, Local
2-f ensure the needs of trail users are being M . PCVA
Businesses
met.
PennDOT
Implement recommended improvements PA Wilds
BDS - Strateqy 3 of the Rt. 6 Community Work Plan - See L PA Route 6 LHR
9y the proposed Main Street Economic Borough PA DCED
Development Strategies. PCRA
NCRPDC
Recruit a business person to create an
artisan gallery in an empty storefront on .
BDS - Strategy 4 Main Street. Participate with the Rt. 6 S PA Wilds
and PA Wilds Artisan Trails.
Provide basic overnight accommodations PA DCED
such as rooms to rent, Bed and Local
BDS - Strategy 5 - M . PCRA
Breakfasts, expanded camping, or a Businesses
: NCRPDC
country inn.
Utilize the PA Wilds Small Business
BDS - Strategy 6 Ombudsman to provide small business I PA Wilds PCVA
training strategies.
Consider ways to create a major motion on-
BDS - Strategy 7 picture of the history and disaster of the Going PCVA All

Austin Dam and community.
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Lumber Heritage
S-1 Tower Banners I ADMA / PA Wilds
Seneca Highlands
S-2 Stay on the Trail / Warning Signs ADMA Vocational
Technical School
on- Seneca Highlands
S-4 Trail signs and markers oiN ADMA Vocational
going Technical School
Seneca Highlands
S-5 Dam Buffer and Warning Signs ADMA Vocational
Technical School
- . . Seneca Highlands
56 giwrlgmgs / Ruins Buffers and Warning | ADMA Vocational
g Technical School
University of
S-7 Wetland and Jursdictional Determination I ADMA Pittsburgh -
Bradford
Patterson
S-8 South Entrance Cul-de-Sac & Gates ADMA Lumber Co. / Tri-
County Electric
5.9 Establish Boundarles / mark corners of | ADMA In-Kind /
Dam parking area Volunteers
510 Establish Boundar'les / mark corners of | ADMA In-Kind /
campground parking area Volunteers
Lumber
Heritage/ PA
S-11 Interpretive Panels for Existing Features ADMA Wilds / E.O.
Austin / In-Kind
Services
Seneca Highlands
S-12 Welcome Center Kiosk and Park Map S ADMA Vo‘.:at'onal
Technical School
/ Volunteers
Nature Trail - from vicinity of future V(;?uﬁltggr/s /
S-13 orientation center and loop around area S ADMA o
o . NCPDC Mini-
north of building ruins
Grant
Obtain easement from Patterson Lumber Patterson
S-14 Company for Mountain Bike Trails S ADMA Lumber Co.
S-15 Wood Hicks Mountain Bike Trail M ADMA NAMBA

The Dam Park at Austin
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