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Introductions

Trevor Dick, AICP, LEED AP
• Director of Development Strategy and Facilitation, City of Aurora, IL
• 20+ years public and private sector
• Illinois Professional Development Officer
• Education
• BS, Urban and Regional Planning, Ryerson Polytechnic University

Devin Lavigne, AICP, LEED AP
• Principal, Houseal Lavigne Associates
• 20+ years public and private sector
• Adjunct Professor, University of Illinois 
• Education
• BS, Urban and Regional Planning, Ryerson Polytechnic University
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What is Planning Prep?

• Planning Prep (www.planningprep.com) was created in 2002

• Includes practice questions, practice exams, planning related links, article summaries, 
and discussion forums.

• Membership is free

• Over 1,000 questions and 7 practice exams

• Each multiple-choice question contains an explanation for each correct answer 

• Links for further reading are also provided with our questions

• User statistics are tracked for each area of focus

• No affiliation with the APA or AICP
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Overview of Planningprep
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Continued Success

• Winner of the 2007 ILAPA Gold Award in the Planning Program, Project, 
or Tool Category

• We have taught this course throughout the country including: 
• Chapters including: 
• Illinois, Kansas, Missouri, National Capital (Washington, DC), Texas
• National APA Conferences: 
• 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019
• Multiple AICP Training Webinars
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• A bat and a ball cost $1.10 in total. The bat costs $1.00 
more than the ball. How much does the ball cost?

1. $0.10

2. $0.05

3. $0.15

4. $1.00

Practice
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• If it takes 5 machines 5 minutes to make 5 widgets, how 
long would it take 100 machines to make 100 widgets?

1. 1 hour

2. 100 minutes

3. 25 minutes

4. 5 minutes

Practice
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• In a lake, there is a patch of lily pads. Every day, the patch do
ubles in size. If it takes 48 days for the patch to cover the 
entire lake, how long would it take for the patch to cover half 
of the lake?

1. 12 days

2. 24 days

3. 31 days

4. 47 days

Practice
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• Which of these numbers is greater than zero?

A. -1

B. 0

C. 1

D. 2

Practice
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APA’s Recommended List

• No reading list can span the entire range of material in the AICP exam. 

• It is not expected that exam takers will have read all the resources 
cited and the readings are intended as “guidelines”

• Many readings are available for download on the web or in any “well 
stocked” planning office library. 

• Now presented in groups to allow you to focus your reading to the 
areas you need to improve.
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APA Recommendations

• The APA recently launched a refreshed Exam Prep page on its main 
site.

https://planning.org/certification/examprep
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APA Recommendations

Step 1: Contact Your Chapter/Section Professional 
Development Officer

• Your Professional Development Officer is a critical information source.

• PDOs are your best local resource and may even know of study groups in 
your area.

• Exam prep sessions offered by PDOs are a valuable starting point. 

• They can provide detail on the application process, exam content, and 
testing tips. 

Source: APA’s website.  www.planning.org
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APA Recommendations

Step 2: Map Your Study Plan

• Review the exam content online to understand the scope of the exam and 
areas on which you should focus

• Balance your exam prep according to the percentage for each category

• Study over multiple months

• Create a study plan

• When, where, and how often should you study

Source: APA’s website.  www.planning.org
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APA Recommendations

Step 3: Select a Comprehensive Preparation Product

• A certification exam prep resource is an important component of exam 
preparation. 

• Obtain additional information from suggested resources for clarity and to 
fill in areas where your experience/background may be weak.

Source: APA’s website.  www.planning.org
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APA Recommendations

Step 4: Access Online Resources

• Additional resources are available online.

• The following resources are recommended by the APA:

• PAS Reports

• Planning magazine

• Selected Readings: AICP Certification Exam

• APA Policy Guides

• AICP Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct

• National Planning Pioneers

• Planning and Law Division Foundational Land Use Law Cases

• American Planning History Since 1900

• APA Chapter websites

Source: APA’s website.  www.planning.org
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APA Recommendations

Step 5: Familiarize Yourself with Taking an Exam

• Practice exams will familiarize you with the structure and flow of exam    
questions and help identify areas of knowledge that need additional study

• APA provides on their website AICP Exam Illustrative Questions.

Source: APA’s website.  www.planning.org
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Additional Preparation Strategies

• We advise you to start studying for the exam early

• Focus on your weak areas

• Try and join a study group  

• Think in terms of a National perspective

• Make sure you know where the test center is  
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AICP Candidate Pilot Program

• Students and graduates of PAB accredited programs can:

• Enroll in the program at any time

• Register for the AICP Certification Exam starting in December or June    
after you graduate

• Use the payment program for exam fees

• Take the exam prior to earning professional planning experience

Source: APA’s website.  www.planning.org
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AICP Candidate Pilot Program

Source: APA’s website.  www.planning.org
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Certification Maintenance (CM)

• AICP members must earn a total of 32 CM credits within their 
two-year reporting period.

• A minimum of 1.5 credits must be on the topic of ethics, and 
another 1.5 credits must be on the topic of current planning law.

• AICP members can carry over a maximum of 16 credits from one 
reporting period into the subsequent reporting period; however, 
ethics and planning law credits cannot be carried over to the next 
two-year reporting period. 

• AICP members who do not meet CM requirements within four years 
will lose AICP certification and will be obliged to seek 
recertification.
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3, 4, 6, 8, 3, 6, 11

17, 5, 23, 6, 18, 21

3, 17, 20, 20, 4, 16

$21,000 $17,600

$37,400 $18,320

$31,600 $20,010

Mean

Median

Mode

Range
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3, 4, 6, 8, 3, 6, 11

17, 5, 23, 6, 18, 21

3, 17, 20, 20, 4, 16

$21,000 $17,600

$37,400 $18,320

$31,600 $20,010

Mean 11.10526 $24,321.67

Median 8 ($20,010 + $21,000) / 2 = 
$20,505

Mode 3, 6 All Values

Range 23 –3 = 20 $37,400 – $17,600
= $19,800
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https://www.planning.org/communicationsguide/section03/
https://www.planning.org/communicationsguide/section03/
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Source: Understanding Shift Share, December 5, 2011 By Rob Sentz http://www.

economicmodeling.com/wp-content/uploads/shift-share-illustration.png

Location Quotient

• Ratio of proportion of local employment in one sector to 
similar proportion in national economy.

• Used to identify the degree of self-sufficiency in an 
employment sector.

• Only 3 outcomes:  

• LQ < 1.0 suggests that local employment is less than was 
expected for a given industry.  

• A LQ = 1.0 suggests that the local employment is exactly 
sufficient to meet the local demand

• A LQ > 1.0 suggests local employment is greater than 
expected and it is therefore assumed extra jobs and they 
must export their goods and services

http://www.economicmodeling.com/wp-content/uploads/shift-share-illustration.png
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Understand the typical Administration and 
Approval Process

• Plan Commission

• Zoning Board of Appeals

• City Council

Decision Maker Buy-in

• Local decision-makers – possibly elected/appointed 
officials, the public, or most likely both – need to 
embrace the plan’s recommendations and work 
towards implementation.
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Finance

• Equity versus efficiency

• Horizontal versus Vertical Equity

• Market Value

• Progressive, proportional and regressive 
taxation

• Cost Analysis

• Goals Achievement Matrix (GAM)

• Cost Effectiveness Analysis

• Cost Benefit Analysis

• Cost Revenue Analysis
More information about budgeting and finance is discussed 

later in Section IV. Leadership, Administration, and 

Management:  Internal Organizational Management
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Outcome Indicators

• An outcome indicator is a specific, noticeable, 
and measurable characteristic or change that 
represents achievement of a particular 
outcome.
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