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Lancaster County Land Uses

Total Land 610,401 acres

Developed Land 122,535 acres
(20%)

Preserved Land 135,626 acres
(Ag and Natural) (229%)

Land Not Preserved | 357,314 acres
Nor Developed (58%)
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Chart 3. Acres of Farmland Preserved in Lancaster County, by year
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Figure 1 Preserved Farmland in Lancaster County, 2021
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What are the Goals of
Farmland: "

» 1. Get the
» 2. Protect and future use.

d for local

d farmland
ses to thrive.

» 5. M county
» 6. Pres s of farmland to
mcunicun oflc e for farming and

keep non- -farm deve1opm nt at a distance.



DO You Have a Farmlana
Protection Package?

» Agricultural Zoning of no more than
one house per 20 acres

» Urban Growth Boundaries

» Purchase of Development Rights to
Farmland

» Public-private partnerships in
preservation
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How Do You Measure Farmland
Preservation Successe

» 1. Dollars spent and acres
preserved’- “bucks and acres.”

» 2. Change in the value of county
farm output over time.

THIS FARM IS PRESERVED BY

» 3. Acres of farmland decline (or EBZ %g?r%algtr%
o t
increase). -

www.lancasterfarmlandtrust.org



Three Measures of the Spatial
Effectiveness of Farmland
Preservation

» 1. The preservation of farmland in large
contiguous blocks.

» 2. The preservation of farmland in
agricultural zones.

» 3. The preservation of farmland along
urban growth boundaries.

» Comparison of 2007, 2016, and 2021
preservation data.



Preservation Organization [Number of Parcels Number of Acres

Preserved Preserved

Lancaster County

Agricultural Preserve Board

Lancaster Farmland Trust

Brandywine Conservancy

TOTAL




Table 2. Contiguous and Stand Alone Farms by Acreage,

2007

Number of Blocks Acreage in Block
339 71,910
18 12,112

37 13,039
Within 1/2 Mile of a

Contiguous Block



Table 3. Contiguous and Stand Alone Farms by Acreage,

2016

Number of Blocks Acreage in Block
358 102,478
22 14,594

41 14,810
Within 1/2 Mile of a

Contiguous Block



Farm Blocks In Acres 2021 Number of Blocks Acreage in Block

Within 2-mile of a block 92 5,784

Beyond "2-mile of a block 29 1,797




Year

2007

2007

Total Preserved Farm Parcels

1,543

2,259

2,305

Preserved Farm Parcels in

Agricultural Zones

1,479

2,194

2,217

Preserved Acreage

71,910

102,678

114,683

Preserved Acreage

69,287

100,094

110,716
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Preserved Farms Along

Urban C daries

» 1.1n 200 owth
boundat

> 2. Th | 65 miles of
bou yundaries.

» 3.In growth
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g Preserved Farms Adjacent to Urban Growth Areas

Lebanon

Chester

Legend
=== Preserved Farm Within 100 Feet of UGA

- Preserved Farms

- Urban Growth Boundary
‘: Susquehanna River

D Pennsylvania Counties

10 Miles
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Mid-Atlantic Farmland Preservation

Preserved Acres of Farmland

Maryland: 304,000 Acres

Pennsylvania: 323,000 Acres

Total: 627,000 Acres
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West Frederick
Virginia b
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RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

Townships: Create and fund township farmland preservation

pPrograms.

County: Double the lifetime investmentin farmland

preservation by 2030(an additional $125 million).

Preservation Organizations: Double the amount of preserved

farmland in the county by 2040.

Meighbors: Speak Up! Provide public support for policies and
programs that preserve farmland and control growth.




Questions?




