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Governor Wolf urged residents to ‘stay calm, stay safe, stay home’

































Philadelphia
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Closing MLK Drive
20 March, 2020
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Expanding the Playstreets Program
12 July, 2020
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Sidewalk Cafes
4 June 2020
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Temporary Street Closures
4 June 2020
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Streeteries
4 June 2020
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Start with what you can control
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Expand on what you are already doing
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Leverage partnerships
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Access Issues
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Safety
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PGH Streets and Mobility Task Force
April-May 2020

How can we use public space to 
better support people and 

businesses safety, accessibly, 
quickly, affordably, and 
equitably?
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Neighborhood 
Slow Streets
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• Cones and a-frames donated to the City by BikePGH.

• Full-time staff member directed to oversee program

• "Bottom-up" approach

• Priority given to streets that:
• Form a connected network with existing Slow Streets
• Are potential routes in the draft Pittsburgh Bike(+) Plan. 
• Are in higher density areas.
• Lead to parks, groceries, transit stations, or other 

commonly used public areas. 
• Lack significant park or open space areas. 
• Lack sidewalks or safe, accessible pedestrian networks. 
• Are in census tracts with lower auto ownership rates. 

Neighborhood Slow Streets

https://bikepgh.org/
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• What most applicants were seeking 
was traffic calming

• Overall positive feedback about the 
program

• There is a need to reevaluate the 
materials used. Many stolen or 
displaced cones and signs

• DOMI is currently exploring how this 
program can more permanently fit into 
the City's other traffic calming efforts 

Neighborhood Slow Streets
What We've Learned So Far
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Outdoor Dining
and Retail Program
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• Barriers donated to the City by the 
Urban Redevelopment Authority 
(URA).

• Full-time staff member directed to 
oversee program

• "Bottom-up" approach

• Expedited permitting process
• No permit fees
• Less formal site plan 

requirements
• City-loaned barriers if needed

Outdoor Dining and Retail
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Sidewalk Café
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Parking Lane repurposed for 
Pedestrian or Queuing Space
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Parking Lane Cafe
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Full Street Closure
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Program
Evaluation

• DOMI website
• EngagePGH
• Surveys
• 1:1 Interviews

https://pittsburghpa.gov/domi/outdoor-dining
https://engage.pittsburghpa.gov/covid-19_streets
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• Overall positive feedback about the 
program from Councilmembers, 
residents, and BIDs (but not all positive)

• Based on feedback from our 
City-County Task Force on Disabilities, 
we made program adjustments during 
the early stages of the program

• DOMI is taking steps to launch a 
permanent program in 2022

Outdoor Dining and Retail
What We've Learned So Far
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We’ve already started making 
improvements to the programs, 
but there are still opportunities 
for improvement to make the 
program more sustainable

What’s Next for Open Streets in 
Pittsburgh?



Questions?


