
Should We Have an 
Ordinance for 
That? 

Input on topics to include 
in the Tri-County Regional 
Planning Commission 
(TCRPC) Planning Toolkit 
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https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/planning-toolkit
https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/planning-toolkit


Funding Source Acknowledgement

▰ Pennsylvania Department of Community and 
Economic Development (DCED) - Municipal 
Assistance Program Grant
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Where we are:
▰ We are just beginning the process of updating our “planning toolkit”
▰ Effort is expected to take about a year
▰ While final product will be somewhat tailored to local needs, it will be 

available online

What we hope to gain from this session:

Why we’re here:
▰ To determine what topics and issues are relevant and important to 

communities as they seek to complete local planning efforts and adopt 
ordinances
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Proposed Approach:

▰ Review existing contents for applicability
▰ Identify new topics & issues along with best 

available guidance and examples
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Susquehanna Township

▰ Dauphin County Municipality providing input into 
development of topic areas

▰ One of the communities we hope to directly help and 
support through the development of updated Toolkit

▰ Township's Implementation of recently completed 
Comprehensive Plan
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Susquehanna Township
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Sustainable Susquehanna 2030  
Developed Goals



Susquehanna Township
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Susquehanna Township
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Susquehanna Township
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Susquehanna Township
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Susquehanna Township

▰ Comprehensive Plan Approved May 2019
▰ Started Process to Ordinance Rewrites April 2020
▰ Official Map – in the 45-day public comment period
▰ Zoning Ordinance – has begun
▰ Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance  - will 

start in a couple of months
12

Implementation



Susquehanna Township

▰ In addition to design concepts, how do we address the other 
issues identified in Comp Plan into an ordinance?
▰ Connectivity
▰ Transportation Safety & Mobility
▰ Neighborhood Character
▰ Property Maintenance
▰ Diverse Culture
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Additional Questions 



Review of categories:

▰ What planning categories are important for your 
comprehensive planning and implementation 
efforts?
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Review of key issues:
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Current housing/building stock guidance

https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/planning-toolkit#buildingstock
https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/planning-toolkit#buildingstock


Review of key issues:
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Cultural resource guidance

https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/planning-toolkit#culturalresources
https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/planning-toolkit#culturalresources


Review of key issues:
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Current infrastructure guidance

https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/planning-toolkit#infrastructure
https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/planning-toolkit#infrastructure


Review of key issues:
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Current land development guidance

https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/planning-toolkit#landdevelopment
https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/planning-toolkit#landdevelopment


Review of key issues:
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Current open space guidance

https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/planning-toolkit#openspace
https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/planning-toolkit#openspace


Review of key issues:
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Current transportation guidance

https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/planning-toolkit#transportation
https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/planning-toolkit#transportation


Polling Results/ Q&A:

Do you have questions about the planning toolkit?

Can you contribute to the outreach process?

Can you provide input during the process?
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Are there issues that we haven’t discussed?



Contact information
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Please email us if you have materials to share or additional 
thoughts/questions:

▰ Steve Deck, TCRPC Executive Director – sdeck@tcrpc-pa.org

▰ Jerry Duke, Dauphin County Planning Coordinator – gduke@tcrpc-pa.org

▰ Betsy Logan, Susquehanna Township Community & Economic Development 
Director – blogan@susquehannatwp.com

▰ Website: https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/planning-toolkit

mailto:sdeck@tcrpc-pa.org
mailto:gduke@tcrpc-pa.org
mailto:blogan@susquehannatwp.com
https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/planning-toolkit

