
Montgomery County’s 
Complete Streets Policy
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Montgomery 
County, PA
A d j a c e n t  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a
8 5 0 , 0 0 0  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  4 5 0 , 0 0 0  j o b s
S u b u r b s ,  b o r o u g h s ,  a n d  r u r a l  a r e a s



Why a Complete Streets Policy?
We own a lot of roads.



What’s in the County’s    
Complete Streets Policy?



Various County Representatives Outside Partners 

• Planning Commission Board
• Planning Commission Staff
• Department of Public Safety
• Transportation Authority Board
• Roads & Bridges Department
• Health and Human Services Department 
• Commerce Department
• Commissioners’ Office

• PennDOT District 6-0
• SEPTA (transit)
• Partnership TMA
• Greater Valley Forge TMA
• Bicycle Coalition of Greater Philadelphia
• ADA experts
• DVRPC (MPO)
• AARP

Steering Committee



Montgomery 
County’s      
CS Policy

Funded in part by WalkWorks
Adopted in 2019



1.0
Vis ion  S ta tement

Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, will 
develop and maintain safe, accessible county-

owned roads and facilities that support all 
users. The Complete Streets policy will guide 

decision-making during the planning and 
design of county improvement projects for 
roads and other county-owned facilities, as 

well as the projects and initiatives of its 
partners and other external stakeholders.



2.0
Pr inc ip les

Serve all users and modes

Utilize context sensitive approaches

Promote sound environmental design

Apply to all phases of a project, particularly 
during planning and design

Be consistent with comp plans

Promote collaboration (inside & out)

Achieve public policy goals
(Public health, public safety, and health)



Imp lementa t ion

3.0

The county is adding 
sidewalks to a major 

road project – despite 
some homeowner 

objections

The Housing Authority 
is adding Complete 

Streets principles to its 
developer RFPs and 

scoring criteria



4.0
Per fo rmance  Measures

Track the # of new… Bike lanes
Sidewalk
Ped improvements
Bus stop amenities
Green streets
CS policies
KSI (decrease)



5.0
Except ions

No predicted
need in 25 yrs

Cost is not There is or will
proportionate be a sufficient 
to the need parallel route



Procedure for Approving Exceptions

County 
Engineer

Director of Assets 
and Infrastructure

Roads &
Bridges Mgr.

OR

OR
Planning

Commission
Director

Transportation 
Section

Manager

AND AGREE

Roads & Bridges Dept.

Planning Commission



Follow Up & 
Accountability

What does the county 
Complete Streets Policy 
require?

Write it all down.

Post it publicly.

Track progress annually.



How We Use Our             
Complete Streets Policy



How do we make decisions?  WE TALK.
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