
A Grass Roots Success Story 

East Ohio Street Pedestrian & Bicycle 

Improvements 



• Nick Ross, President Northside Bike/Ped Commitee 

• Abe Stucky, Fellow, Northside Leadership Conference Northside 

Bike/Ped Commitee 

• John Buerkle, Northside Ped/Bike Committee, Concerned 

Business Owner, Pashek Associates 

• Cheryl Moon-Sirianni, Assistant Exective of Design,  

PennDOT 11-0 

Who we are 



 Grass Roots Effort to Advance 

Neighborhood Vision 

 Collaborative Process 

 Ability to Meet PennDOTs Requirements & 

to Work Within Their Parameters 

Learning Outcomes 



Existing Conditions 



Existing Conditions 



MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The Northside Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Committee is a sub-committee of the 

Northside Leadership Conference. 

We are a group of concerned 

residents and business owners who 

advocate for improved infrastructure 

and continued safety; encourage and 

promote riding and walking; and 

support accessibility for all bicyclists 

and pedestrians.  

 





Timeline 

October Leadership Conference Meeting with District 

Executive Dan Cessna on East Street 

November Bike/Ped Meeting - Kate Bechak offered to help with 

design 

November 24  First meeting with PennDOT  

December 1  Abe received copy of Design Field View plans  

January 6, 2015 John Buerkle offered to help with the project  

January 20 PennDOT meeting 

March 4 PennDOT Community Meeting 



United States Department of Transportation Policy Statement on Bicycle and 

Pedestrian Accommodation Regulations and Recommendations 

Signed on March 11, 2010 and announced March 15, 2010  

  

Policy Statement  

  

The DOT policy is to incorporate safe and convenient walking and bicycling facilities into 

transportation projects. Every transportation agency, including DOT, has the responsibility to 

improve conditions and opportunities for walking and bicycling and to integrate walking and 

bicycling into their transportation systems. Because of the numerous individual and 

community benefits that walking and bicycling provide — including health, safety, 

environmental, transportation, and quality of life — transportation agencies are encouraged 

to go beyond minimum standards to provide safe and convenient facilities for these modes.  

 



PennDOTs Requirements - Pub 13M Design Manual 



Bicycle Facility Best Practices 



Source: www.protectedintersection.com 

Bicycle Facility Best Practices 



Design Concept 



Design Concept 



Design Concept 



January 16th 



January 23rd 



February 18th 



 Five foot bike lanes with a 2-2.5 foot painted buffer will be 

added on E Ohio Street from East Street to Chestnut Street 

 On-street markings and pedestrian signalization will be 

updated and the sidewalks will be widened. ADA curb ramps 

will be installed at seven different intersections. 

 Traffic will be moved further away from sidewalks. 

 Traffic lane widths will be reduced to slow traffic speeds. 

 This stretch of roadway will help make a safer connection 

from the Northside neighborhoods to the North Shore Trail, 

the 16th St Bridge, and on to the Strip District and Penn 

Avenue protected bike lane. 

 This major commitment from PennDOT will go a long way in 

making the 800 block of E Ohio Street safer and more 

appealing in order to support ongoing redevelopment efforts. 

Recommended Improvements 



March 3rd 



Outreach & Coordination 

 PennDOT, Dan Cessna, P.E., & Cheryl Moon-Sirianni, P.E. 

 Northside Leadership Conference 

 PennDOT, Erik Porter, P.E., senior project manager 

 Pat Hassett, City of Pittsburgh Department of Public Works, Assistant 

Director 

 City of Pittsburgh Ped/Bike Coordinator – Kristin Saunders 

 BikePGH, Eric Boerer 

 October Development, John Elash 

 State Senator Wayne Fontana 

 East Ohio Street Consultant – Baker Engineering 





Neighborhood 

Support 



Cycling 

Community 

Support 



State Support 







Success! 



Success! 



Success! 



Project Timeline 





Lessons Learned 



Lessons Learned 

 Patient persistence, develop positive 

relationships 

 Do not wait until the last minute, get 

involved as early as possible 

 Work within the parameters given 



Questions 

Thank you! 


