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Session Outline

= Learning a little bit more about you
= Boroughs in PA

= Newtown Borough

* The Planning Process

= Recommendations

= Roundtable Discussion



What type of municipality do you live in?

City
Borough
Township (First Class or Second Class)

Town
Outside of PA



Why type of planner are you?

Work for a government agency (e.g., local government, County,
MPO/RPO, State, etc.)

Work for a consultant

Work for a non-profit
Other



Boroughs in PA




How many local governments are there in Pennsylvania?

2,560




Of these, how many are boroughs?

956

(37%)




Which County has the highest number of boroughs?

Allegheny

82 boroughs
64% of municipalities




Pennsylvania Municipalities
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Boroughs in Pennsylvania

Total Square Miles of Land in Boroughs in PA: 1,471 Square Miles
Average Square Miles of Boroughs in PA: 1.53 Square Miles

Total Population Who Live in Boroughs in PA: 2,528,922

Average Population Per Borough: 2,623

Average Year that Boroughs were Founded: 1870

Source: PA Municipal Statistics, June 2023 https://dced.pa.gov/local-government/municipal-statistics/



https://dced.pa.gov/local-government/municipal-statistics/

Newtown Borough




Newtown Borough,
Bucks County:
At a Glance

« 2,268 Population (2020)
» 0.55 Square Miles

« Established 1682
 Founded 1838
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Walk Friendly Communities (www.walkfriendly.org)

BENEFITS COMMUNITIES STRATEGIES APPLY LATEST
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Encouraging U.S. towns and cities to support safer walking environments. LEARN MORE

New Communities Recognized WFC on Twitter

23 communities were recognized in June 2022 for their
commitments to creating safe, walkable communities. Learn
more about them here.




Walk Friendly Newtown Committee

The "Walk Friendly Newtown" Committee is a standing committee, established to address
concerns related to traffic and pedestrian safety within Newtown Borough. Its mission is to
improve the quality of life in Newtown Borough for residents and visitors by ensuring the ability
to safely walk and drive throughout the borough.

Co-Chairs:

Courtney Lang & Don Hayden
Members:

Jean Bohr

Sam Cler

Emily Heinz

Amy Lustig

Jillian Mabin

Ron Sabo Courtney Lang Don Hayden
Gregg Taylor

Scott Williams
Cheryl Wood

Borough Liaison, Dennis O'Brien




DVRPC Transportation & Community Development Initiative Grant (TDCI)

dvrpc

Announcements

seach Q & B ¥ f ©@ GTranslate

L d ~

0

TCDI

&dvrpe

Products Events

About Us
Data Center
Long-Range Plan and TIP

Transportation

Twitter

Transportation and Community
Development Initiative (TCDI)

The Transportation and Community Development Initiative (TCDI) is a grant
opportunity that funds local planning initiatives that also advance the goals of
the region's long-range plan, Connections 2050: Plan for Greater
Philadelphia.TCDI focuses on linking land use, transportation, and economic
development planning that:




50% of all trips made by car in the US
are under 3 miles and could easily be
covered on a bike or on foot.



Benefits of Walking & Biking

* Reduces health disparities

* Provides access to
employment

* Lowers air and noise
pollution

* Improves mental health

* Improves community
cohesion

« Significantly lowers
household transportation
expenses




Challenges of Improving Walking & Biking in Boroughs

* Narrow Right of Way

« Mature Tree Canopy

» Historic Resources

* Aesthetic Concerns

« Traffic Signals Controlled by Adjacent Municipalities
» Brick Sidewalks

« Narrow, Historic Bridges

» Speeding

* Failure to Yield to Pedestrians



Challenges: Narrow Right of Way
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Mature Tree Canopy
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Challenges: Aesthetic Concerns




Challenges: Traffic Signals Controlled by Adjacent Municipality
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Challenges: Brick Sidewalks




Challenges: Narrow, Historic Bridges
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Challenges: Speeding




Challenges: Failure to Yield to Pedestrians in Crosswalks

SIS




What are some walking and biking challenges
that your community faces?



Opportunities: Walk Friendly Newtown




Opportunities: Children and Seniors Walking




Destinations People Want To Walk and Bike To

Opportunities




that will become a Rail Trail

ine

Former rail |

Opportunities




Opportunities: Newtown Heritage Walk

wtown Heritage Walk Eﬁ
7 Newtown * - m‘ /
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= 4 | 3 1750, there existed a dwelling,

) On April 16, 1838, the village \ 5
e eelde o Z g & o s o Aseu,
municipal identity, distinct from == @ Ve sartler iy,
that of Newtown Township, when
it was formally chartered as a borough
by the Pennsylvania Legislature.

In 1854, the Borough approved the plans to build this building, . % volu Of town. Dug,
located at 23 North State Street. Construction started in 1857 . Georke Washington' agags
and was finished by 1858, The building was used as both

council chambers and lock-up, with the lock-up seeing steady

service until the 1940s. Interestingly, the mason who built the

walls of this building and lock-up became the first prisoner, # N 2 -

confined by the very same walls that he built, for pig stealing. / / century g Bn_‘:k o about i
Major restoration of the chambers was undertaken and completed / i Ry e cldest gy op'::a” rooms,
in 1976 to coincide with the National Bicentennial celebration. UCLLONS) were hejg oy the. & i Nowtown, 1y, Combipr - éh0ut and
This distinctive Greek revival structure has served the Borough 125 been 3 g mn;“: OF the Bric oggy 07 Sales
officials since its opening in 1858, and is said to be the oldest building - SN 962 o " N0 o 1 €Y 19007

in the state still in use for its original purpose as borough chambers. 5 today,
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Opportunities: Residents walk and ride bikes in the cemetery
because it feels safe




Opportunities: Non-residents come to the borough to walk




Opportunities: Funding Under IIJA
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About | DataCenter | Long-Range Plan & TIP | Transportation | Livable Communities | Planning Assistance | Commuters | Get Involved
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Infrastructure Investment
and Jobs Act (1A)

—— &dvrpc

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act

IIJA: Frequently Asked Questions DVRPC can assist local governments in applying for competitive
grants under the IIJA by providing application data, support letters,
and coordinating activities and applications for regional initiatives.




What are some walking and biking
opportunities that your borough is taking
advantage of?



The Planning

Process
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2023 Project Schedule

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sept | Oct

Task 2: Opportunities & Constraints --

Task 3: Gap Analysis o
Task 4: Qualitative Multimodal Assessment ---
Task 5: Synthesis & Recommendations ----

Task 1: Project Management
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Please share your thoughts on pedestrian and bicycle safety in Newtown Borough by filling

out the survey below.
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What are your top three reasons for walking in Newtown Borough?
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Walk children to school or playgrounds
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Walk a dog

Other




Advertising: Borough Newsletter

WALK FRIENDLY NEWTOWN (WFN)

B Walk Friendly Mewtown (WFN) is a standing committee focused on
E enhancing the quality of life for residents and visitors in Newtown Borough by ‘“M@
_ improving the ability to safely walk, cycle and drive throughout the Borough. & Q
' During 2022, WFN placed "Slow Down for Newtown” signs in various Borough
locations, helped improve visibility of existing road signage, engaged in a
Please use series of community education initiatives (car magnets, stickers, armbands),
crosswalks and worked with Borough Police to secure and place "Yield to Pedestrian in % o
Crosswalk” sentinels near high-volume crosswalks, as well as support other soncs?”
Borough Police pedestrian safety initiatives. WFN is also providing input into and coordinating efforts
with those involved in the development and implementation of the Borough's Comprehensive Plan and Open Space Plan.

WFN plans to expand these efforts in 2023, while also aligning its work with the comprehensive Newtown Borough
Pedestrian Safety and Walkability Study to be completed by September 30, 2023. Please contact Don Hayden (dhaydenjr@
aol.com) or Emily Heinz (eheinz@boroughofnewtown.com) if vou would like further information on Walk Friendly Mewtown's
activities or if you would like to become involved in the work the group is doing.

Newtown Borough would like to make it safer, easier, and more convenient to walk, bike, and roll in town. As
part of the Safety & Walkability Review for Multimodal Improvements study, Newtown Borough and Walk Friendly
Newtown have released a survey to understand people’s concerns about walking and biking. The feedback will
be used to prioritize future improvements. Access the survey at https:#arcg.is/1805Ca1 or via the QR code. We
appreciate your feedback!




Advertising

How can we improve walking and
biking in Newtown Borough?

SURVEY ENDS JUNE 30

How can we improve
walking and biking in
Newtown Borough?

TAKE OUR ONLINE SURVEY

bit.ly/NewtownSurvey

Help Newtown Borough
and Walk Friendly Newtown

spread the word!
Share the link with your
neighbors!
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Public Engagement
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Recommendations




Getting Students Safely To and From School

Goodnoe
Elementary School
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North State Street (Curve)




North State Street (Curve)
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Penn Street — continued one-way
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Penn Street — continued one-way

TEOMULLER WAY




Penn Street — continued one-way
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Penn Street — one way — at EIm Ave intersection

Traffic calming for Highlandg Neigh
in StateCollege, along Beaver Avenue.




Lincoln Ave - Traffic Calming Measures
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Lincoln Ave - Traffic Calming Measures




Lincoln Ave - Traffic Calming Measures

Flashing Pedestrian Beacon (FPB)
Weblink - FPB



https://www.tapconet.com/category/pedestrian-crossing?utm_term=solar%20crosswalk%20light&utm_campaign=Pedestrian+Crosswalk+Systems&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=1302778972&hsa_cam=17111363676&hsa_grp=137440523698&hsa_ad=621258175656&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-1022331150673&hsa_kw=solar%20crosswalk%20light&hsa_mt=b&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwrMKmBhCJARIsAHuEAPSvPUzRdT677MvsoD1aTyrN8VOyFZJgnnQlBC5lRuSqEhJ7wZ1-LKUaAoGLEALw_wcB

NEWTOWN BOROUGH
SAFETY AND WALKABILITY
REVIEW
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Equity

Considerations




EQUALITY:
Everyone gets the same—-regardless if it's needed or
right for them.

\,

EQUITY:
Everyone gets what they need—understanding the
barriers, circumstances, and conditions.

Copyright 2022 Robert Wood Johnson Foundation




EQUALITY:
Everyone gets the same — regardless if it's needed or
right for them.

EQUITY:
Everyone gets what they need — understanding the
barriers, circumstances, and conditions.

Copyright 2022 Robert Wood Johnson Foundation




Questions?




Roundtable

Discussion




Roundtable Discussion

=  What difficult problems have you have with walking and biking in your
community?

=  What creative solutions have you used to improve walking and biking in
your community?

» What funding sources have you used to improve walking and biking in
your community?

= How have you included equity considerations in your walking and biking
work?



Thank You!

= Christina Arlt, AICP

Manager, Planning &
Communications

McCormick Taylor

carlt@mccormicktaylor.com

267-546-5070

= Tara Grunde-McLaughlin

Council President
Newtown Borough

tgrundemclaughlin@boroughof
newtown.com
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