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 Learning a little bit more about you
 Boroughs in PA
 Newtown Borough
 The Planning Process
 Recommendations
 Roundtable Discussion

Session Outline



 City
 Borough
 Township (First Class or Second Class)
 Town
 Outside of PA

What type of municipality do you live in?



 Work for a government agency (e.g., local government, County, 
MPO/RPO, State, etc.)

 Work for a consultant 
 Work for a non-profit
 Other

Why type of planner are you?



Boroughs in PA



2,560
How many local governments are there in Pennsylvania?



956
(37%)

Of these, how many are boroughs?



Allegheny
82 boroughs

64% of municipalities

Which County has the highest number of boroughs?



Pennsylvania Municipalities

City

Borough

1st Class Twp

2nd Class Twp

Town



Total Square Miles of Land in Boroughs in PA: 1,471 Square Miles
Average Square Miles of Boroughs in PA: 1.53 Square Miles
Total Population Who Live in Boroughs in PA: 2,528,922
Average Population Per Borough: 2,623
Average Year that Boroughs were Founded: 1870

Boroughs in Pennsylvania

Source: PA Municipal Statistics, June 2023 https://dced.pa.gov/local-government/municipal-statistics/ 

https://dced.pa.gov/local-government/municipal-statistics/


Newtown Borough



Newtown Borough,
Bucks County:
At a Glance
• 2,268 Population (2020)
• 0.55 Square Miles
• Established 1682
• Founded 1838



How the Study Came About



Walk Friendly Communities (www.walkfriendly.org)



Walk Friendly Newtown Committee

Courtney Lang Don Hayden



DVRPC Transportation & Community Development Initiative Grant (TDCI)



50% of all trips made by car in the US 
are under 3 miles and could easily be 
covered on a bike or on foot.



Benefits of Walking & Biking
• Reduces health disparities
• Provides access to 

employment
• Lowers air and noise 

pollution
• Improves mental health
• Improves community 

cohesion
• Significantly lowers 

household transportation 
expenses



Challenges of Improving Walking & Biking in Boroughs

• Narrow Right of Way
• Mature Tree Canopy
• Historic Resources
• Aesthetic Concerns
• Traffic Signals Controlled by Adjacent Municipalities
• Brick Sidewalks
• Narrow, Historic Bridges
• Speeding
• Failure to Yield to Pedestrians



Challenges: Narrow Right of Way



Challenges: Mature Tree Canopy



Challenges: Historic Resources



Challenges: Aesthetic Concerns



Challenges: Traffic Signals Controlled by Adjacent Municipality



Challenges: Brick Sidewalks



Challenges: Narrow, Historic Bridges



Challenges: Speeding



Challenges: Failure to Yield to Pedestrians in Crosswalks



What are some walking and biking challenges 
that your community faces? 



Opportunities: Walk Friendly Newtown



Opportunities: Children and Seniors Walking



Opportunities: Destinations People Want To Walk and Bike To



Opportunities: Former rail line that will become a Rail Trail



Opportunities: Newtown Heritage Walk



Opportunities: Residents walk and ride bikes in the cemetery 
because it feels safe



Opportunities: Non-residents come to the borough to walk



Opportunities: Funding Under IIJA



What are some walking and biking 
opportunities that your borough is taking 

advantage of? 



The Planning 
Process



Site Visit



2023 Project Schedule



Mapping

Safety Sidewalk Availability Connectivity Traffic Exposure Land Use



Online Survey



Advertising: Borough Newsletter



Advertising



Advertising



Public Engagement





Recommendations



Getting Students Safely To and From School



North State Street (Curve)



North State Street (Curve)



Penn Street – continued one-way



Penn Street – continued one-way



Penn Street – continued one-way



Penn Street – one way – at Elm Ave intersection



Lincoln Ave - Traffic Calming Measures



Lincoln Ave - Traffic Calming Measures



Lincoln Ave - Traffic Calming Measures

Flashing Pedestrian Beacon (FPB)

Weblink - FPB

https://www.tapconet.com/category/pedestrian-crossing?utm_term=solar%20crosswalk%20light&utm_campaign=Pedestrian+Crosswalk+Systems&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=1302778972&hsa_cam=17111363676&hsa_grp=137440523698&hsa_ad=621258175656&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-1022331150673&hsa_kw=solar%20crosswalk%20light&hsa_mt=b&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwrMKmBhCJARIsAHuEAPSvPUzRdT677MvsoD1aTyrN8VOyFZJgnnQlBC5lRuSqEhJ7wZ1-LKUaAoGLEALw_wcB




Equity 
Considerations







Questions?



Roundtable 
Discussion



 What difficult problems have you have with walking and biking in your 
community?

 What creative solutions have you used to improve walking and biking in 
your community? 

 What funding sources have you used to improve walking and biking in 
your community?

 How have you included equity considerations in your walking and biking 
work? 

Roundtable Discussion



Thank You!
 Christina Arlt, AICP

 Manager, Planning & 
Communications

 McCormick Taylor

 carlt@mccormicktaylor.com

 267-546-5070 

 Tara Grunde-McLaughlin

 Council President

 Newtown Borough

 tgrundemclaughlin@boroughof
newtown.com

mailto:carlt@mccormicktaylor.com
mailto:tgrundemclaughlin@boroughofnewtown.com
mailto:tgrundemclaughlin@boroughofnewtown.com
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