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Understanding
Terminology and
Jargon

OPEN SPACE - A parcel of land, an area of water, or a combination of both within a
development not including streets, off-street parking areas, private yard space, and are:
set aside for nonresidential and public facilities. Common or public open space shall be
substantially free of structures but may contain such improvements as are appropriate
recreational use.

PARKING SPACE - A reasonably level space available for the temporary parking of one
(1) motor vehicle, exclusive of passageways, driveways, or other means of circulation o
access. A parking space shall include either covered garage spaces or uncovered
parking lot space located off of the street right-of-way.

PEDESTRIAN SPACE - An improved or unimproved area reserved for foot traffic.
PENNSYLVANIA MUNICIPALITIES PLANNING CODE - Pennsylvania Act 247 of 1968,
P.L. 805, as amended.

PHASE - A section or sections for which an applicant proposes to commence
development at the same time, as part of a timetable for development of any
development over a period of years.

PLAN - A draft, diagram, drawing, or set thereof showing the present and proposed
physical features of and improvements to land and the proposed development thereto;
see also Article lll of this Ordinance for classification and requirements of plans. The teri
“plan” includes profiles, cross-sections, and the like.

PLANNED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT - An area of land controlled by a landowner
be developed as a single entity for a number of dwelling units or a combination of

106)
107)

108)

115)

HORIZONTAL CURVE - A geometric design feature of a roadway — provides a smooth

change in direction to the left or right.

IMPACT - The power of an event to produce

changes in a condition.

IMPERVIOUS SURFACE - A surface that

prevents the infiltration of water into the

ground. Impervious surfaces include, but are

not limited to, streets, sidewalks, pavements,

driveway areas, or roofs. Any surface areas

designed to be gravel or crushed stone shall

be regarded as impervious surfaces.

IMPROVEMENTS AGREEMENT - A list of

improvements approved by the municipality that the applicant agrees to install as a

prerequisite to final plan approval.

INFRASTRUCTURE - The basic installations and facilities on which the continuance and

growth of a community depend, such as streets, sewers, electrical transmission facilities,

transportation, and communication systems.

INGRESS - An entrance.

INTERIOR LOT- See Flag Lot.

INVERT - The lowest visible surface of a drainage conduit or channel.

LAKES AND PONDS - Natural or artificial bodies of water that retain water year round.

Avrtificial ponds may be created by dams or result from excavation. Lakes are bodies of

water of two (2) or more acres. Ponds are any water body less than two (2) acres. The

shoreline of such water bodies shall be measured from the spillway crest elevation rather

than the permanent pool, if there is a difference.

LAND DEVELOPMENT -

a. The improvement of one (1) lot or two (2) or more contiguous lots, tracts, or parcels of
land for any purpose involving:

i. A group of two (2) or more residential or nonresidential buildings, whether
proposed initially or cumulatively, or a single nonresidential building on a lot or
lots, regardless of the number of occupants or tenure.

il. The division or allocation of land or space, whether initially or cumulatively,
between or among two (2) or more existing or prospective occupants by means
of or for the purpose of streets, common areas, leaseholds, condominiums,
building groups, or other features.

b. A subdivision of land.
c. Land developments do not include:

i. The conversion of an existing single-family detached dwelling or single-family
semi-detached dwelling into not more than three (3) residential units.

ii. The addition of an accessory building, including farm buildings, on a lot or lots
subordinate to an existing principal building.

iii. The addition or conversion of buildings or rides within the confines of an
enterprise that would be considered an amusement park. For this purpose, an
amusement park is defined as a tract or area used principally as a location for
permanent amusement structures or rides. This exclusion shall not apply to
newly acquired acreage by an amusement park until initial plans for the
expanded area have been approved by proper authorities.
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Health is the state of complete physical,

mental and social well -being and not
merely the absence of disease or infirmity

- World Health Organization




