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Overview
• Consists of un-tabulated data 

from the American Community 
Survey (ACS) 
• Person and Housing Characteristics

• Allows users to create custom 
tables to accommodate specific 
research needs

• Most valuable for larger 
geographies



Working with PUMS
•Subset of ACS records
• 1-Year 
• 5-Year 
• PUMS files generally released about 1 month after the corresponding 

ACS dataset (5-Year ACS released December; 5-Year PUMS released 
January)

•Additional security measures taken to ensure respondent confidentiality
• Recoding
• Organized into larger units of analysis (PUMAs)
•Tools for creating PUMS estimates
• Statistical software (SAS, Python, etc)
• Census API
• Data.census.gov
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PUMS Geography

•Region/Division/State Levels of 
Analysis
•Public Use Microdata Area (PUMA)

◦ Non-overlapping statistical areas 
containing at least 100,000 people

◦ Delineated after decennial census 
years

◦ Slightly later release schedule than 
region/division/state



PA PUMA 
Regions



ACS Pre-Tabulated Tables



Applying PUMS 
• Grade Level Attending
• School EnrollmentPeople

• Units in Structure
• Year BuiltHousing



Resources
•PUMS Access (FTP, API, and data.census.gov) - www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/acs/microdata/access.html

•PUMA Map - https://tigerweb.geo.census.gov/tigerweb/

•PUMS Documentation - www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/microdata/documentation.html

•Understanding and Using the American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Sample Files -
www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2021/acs/acs_pums_handbook_2021.pdf

•Who Are Our Neighbors? - www.montgomerycountypa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/49539/Who-Are-
Our-Neighbors


