
Funding Strategies for 
Critical Infrastructure in 

Erie County 



Because this is not an 
option. . .



Local and State Bridges



Local Bridges



County Bridges



Act 13 At-Risk Bridge Program

Depot Street Bridge
$75,000 Act 13 funds 



Wilson Road Bridge
$72,000 Act 13 funds 



Bartlet Road Bridge
$144,000 Act 13 funds 



Local Use Fee Program



Prioritization by formula 
ADT x Detour Length + Condition Rating



Old Sterrettania
Road Bridge



Etter Road Bridge

After

Before



Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

• Federal Bridges Off the Federal-Aid System Program (BOF)
• Bridge Investment Program (BRIP)
• State 183 funds



Niemeyer Road Bridge

Funding Sources
Federal TIP funds $3,615,200
State TIP funds $903,800

Project Total 100% $4,519,000



Union-LeBoeuf Road Bridge

Funding Sources
Federal TIP funds 80% $1,751,200
State TIP funds 15% $328,350
Local Funding 5% $109,450

Union Township $16,417.50

LeBoeuf Township $16,417.50

Erie County Act 13 $76,615

Project Total 100% $2,189,000



Bridge Bundles 



Liquid Fuels program 

• Erie County’s pass through funds
• Erie County’s Emergency Liquid Fuels Program

Funding Sources
Emergency Liquid Fuels $28,733
Act 13 Funds $14,366
Local Funds $14,366

Project Total 100% $57,467



Other Funding Opportunities

Used in Erie County: 
• Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume Road Program 
• American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
• Community Development Block Grants

Other sources to consider:
• PennDOT Multimodal Transportation Fund
• Pennsylvania Infrastructure Bank
• Historic Truss Bridge Management Program
• Federal Grants through IIJA/BIL
• Public/Private Partnership
• Gaming Revenue



Challenges 
• Bridges are really expensive 

• Cost estimation
• Inflation

Initial cost estimate 
for replacement: 
$650,000 (2020)

Actual: $2,091,821

100% Local Use Fee

Sherrod Hill Road Bridge



Kuhl Road Culvert

Funding Sources
Act 13 Funds $898,078
Municipal Liquid Fuels $384,891

Project Total 100% $1,282,969



Planning not to fix?
• Operationally redundant
• Low traffic 
• Too expensive 
• Municipal objections 
• In a high-income, majority 

area
• Engineer’s lack of 

experience 
• Land owners refusing 

construction easements 









Thank you!
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