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Why invest in 
West Reading

or your Main Street
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Art on The Avenue 





Craft Pretzel & Beer Fest



Santa Run
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Narrow Fabric





“A thriving West Reading can be a catalyst in our efforts to attract new 

talent and revitalize our community," 

"The next step will be to spread that success to Reading and surrounding 

communities,”

Greater Reading Chamber Alliance President



a five year plan for 
west reading & its downtown

future



protect existing historic character
repair the “missing teeth” in urban fabric
innovate or decline
need for green & public places
downtown grocer & arts anchors
coordinated plan for infill mixed use/ public places
rehabilitate with newer residential living choices

why revitalize



look at the big picture
assess the opportunities
define success
engage, survey & listen
conceptualize & calibrate design standards

how
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west reading

ReadingLofts @ 
Narrow Apts

Tower Health 
Reading Hospital 

Campus

Future Drexel 
Medical Campus

Knitting Mills Retail/ 
UGI

Downtown 
West Reading
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approach

Task 1: Data Collection
 Assessing & Exploring

Task 2: Land Use & Analysis
 Conceptualizing & Refining

Task 3 & 4: Design Standards & Report
 Validating & Endorsing



1 look at the big picture
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Penn Corridor

a regional economic development opportunity

Penn Street - Reading
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regional economic development & urban strategy 
to link the Penn Corridor from Wyomissing to West Reading to Reading

Seek regional 
partnerships

Municipal Investment in 
Public Places & 
Infrastructure

+ 
Private Investment in 

Buildings and Businesses

Source: Sasaki Associates - 2007

wyomissing west reading reading

wyomissing west reading reading



2 demographic & site assessment
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classic “main street” with storefronts at the street
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suburban style shopping center
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Weekday Private Parking Occupancy
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Weekday Public Parking Occupancy
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Retail/ Service Businesses

 22 Clothing & Jewelry Stores
 4   Gift Stores
 31 Restaurants & Eating/ Drinking Places
 9   Health & Personal Care Stores



3 define success
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Sixth Avenue as Plaza for Events
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Eastern Industrial/ Riverfront District
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Defining what success looks like in West Reading



4 engage, survey & listen
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Enhance the quality of the streetscape & building frontages

1 2

3 4
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Traffic calmed and pedestrian friendly streets

5 6

7 8
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Public Spaces
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11 12
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5 conceptualize & 
calibrate design standards
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visualizing west reading’s 
new places
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 Community 
Preferences

 Design Standards
 Form Based Codes
 Zoning ordinances 

& overlays

design standards/ form-based codes



look at the big picture
assess the opportunities
define success
engage, survey & listen
conceptualize & calibrate design standards
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