Elevating Greenway Planning:

Incorporating Environmental Justice, Urban Landscapes and Ecological Restoration
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Objectives of Today

1. Discuss the limitations of the traditional approach to
greenway planning and why many well-intentioned
plans have not been implemented.

2. Explore the potential of greenway planning to address
environmental justice issues in impoverished urban
areas by incorporating blighted lands and by
overcoming physical barriers to green space.

3. Examine how the restoration of blighted lands and the
creation of resilient landscapes forges new opportunities
for greenway corridors.

4. Explain this through the introduction of the Allegheny
Green Web case study.




Allegheny Green Web
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Allegheny Green Web
The Vision

Envision a future where all communities within
Allegheny County are more livable, healthy,
prosperous and environmentally sound, through
an interconnected ftrail system

Goals

#1 Connects County & Municipal parks with each other, and to
communities

#2 Provides options for outdoor recreation and alternative
transportation

#3 Equitable and connects all communities

#4 Build communication between, and share info with, municipalities,
organizations, and residents about trail connections
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Greenways and Trails “With a Twist”
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So How Can a Trail and
Greenway Plan Address
Resiliency, Restoration and
Environmental Justice?



Paradigm Shift

#1 Imagine an expansive network of open spaces,
natural and built, as well as a set of connective
ribbons — again natural or built; places and
connections

#2 Look not only at the positive assets of a county or

region, but also consider how the places and
connections where unhealthy environments or
circumstances could be mended or healed; oases and

deserts

#3 Delineate more than the connection between the
important places, but also define connections to ALL
communities independent upon size, location,
affluence and/or degree of accessibility — ‘no
community left behind’; arteries and capillaries




Allegheny Green Web Concept




AGW Planning Tool:
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AGW Planning Tool:

Opportunities for
Connections to
Places

Caunky

T mingrn l Tl

Washinglon

Caounly

Connection Potentfial Score

Leas Conrachion
Podanfcd

Miota Connachion
Podenial

Oasas

Mabiily & Wellness Deaserts

Weslrmorsland
oty

" environmental
P planning & design
Fange

Washinglan






______

uui' 'q:t-' - N

RStoratlon



Resilience




How Will We Implement?



Strategy for
Municipalities
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Strategy for
Municipalities

Offer Analysis

Creating an “artery” Trail &
Greenway Corridor Options Tool
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Strategy for
Municipalities

Build a Strategy

Our analysis + local knowledge

Loose conceptual plan: broad

“artery” and “capillary” corridors,

connecting critical touch points
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Strategy for
Municipalities

Offer Technical
Assistance to Help
Implement Their
Section

Identify + apply for resources
Land acquisition + easements
Build/steward trails + greenways
And much more

.
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Strategy for
Municipalities

Offer Technical
Assistance to Help
Implement Their
Section
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WASHINGTON

Next Steps for
the Allegheny
Green Web

2019

Engaging the
Municipalities
Through the COGs

. Develop the baseline inventory

Input on the “artery” Trail &
Corridor Options

. Start to define the local

“capillary” connections to the
“arteries”



Thank you!

Questions and Discussion
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