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What Is the STAR Community Index?

= A framework for sustainability
encompassing the environment,
economy, and social equity;

= An online performance management
system that gathers, organizes,
analyzes, and presents information
required to meet community and local
government sustainability goals; and

= A rating system that drives
continuous improvement and fosters
competition in advancing community
health, prosperity and inclusion.

Built by and for

local governments

More than 160 volunteers
representing 50 cities and
counties, state and federal
agencies, non-profit
organizations, national
associations, universities,
utilities, and private
corporations have contributed
thousands of hours and
diverse expertise to the
development of STAR.




STAR Is needed for many reasons.

nSTAR provides a national standard for
measuring sustainability performance.

nSTAR advances data collection, reporting
and accountability.

uSTAR offers communities the tools they
need to succeed.

uSTAR advances economic and equity goals,
often overlooked in green initiatives.

mSTAR fosters collaboration and innovation.

“There is no common way
of defining and measuring
sustainability. We need a
system to quantify how
we’re doing and to guide
us to further leadership,
and that system should be

designed by the cities who

77

will use it.

-Sadhu Johnston,
Deputy City Manager, Vancouver, BC,
and Chair, STAR Steering Committee
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STAR has existing market demand.

= Atlanta, GA

m Austin, TX

= Boulder, CO

= Chattanooga, TN

= Cranberry Township, PA

® Des Moines, 1A

» King County, WA
= New York, NY

m St. Louis, MO

= Washington, DC
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STAR Stakeholders

Beta
Communities

9 Technical Advisory Committees
Environment Economy Society

Data
Committee




STAR Guiding Principles

Think and act systemically.

Instill resiliency.

Foster innovation.
Redefine progress.
Live within means.
Cultivate collaboration.
Ensure equity.
Embrace diversity.
Inspire leadership.

Continuously improve.




STAR Rating System Framework

Terms
Goals
Objective

Performance
Measures

Definition

Comprehensive community-level
aspirations toward achieving
sustainability.

A clear, desired outcome intended to
move the community toward the goal.

Community level outcomes
representing the actual state of a system
and used to identify progress relative to
Objective.

Local government actions that are
preparatory steps or implementation in
nature; proven effective and essential
toward achieving Objective.



Examples of STAR Goals & Objectives

NATURAL SYSTEMS PLANNING & DESIGN ENERGY & CLIMATE

EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING EDUCATION, ART &

HEALTH & SAFETY AFFORDABILITY & EQUITY | INNOVATION & PROCESS




GOAL AREA:
OBJECTIVE:

PERFORMANCE MEASURES:

A. Community-level outcomes

B. Local government actions

Sity'of Forland Buces 0T A
Planning and Sustainability e sttty régram
Sam Adams. Mayor] Shian Andersors Biec 8¢ R 1=t Cogen, County Commissioner

CLIMATE ACTION PLAN

(APPROXIMATE CONTRIBUTION TO 2030 EMISSION-REDUCTION GOAL)

Homes = 16%

digfribution, 14%

Consumption and
solid waste = 35%

Commercial
buildings = 13%

Fuel efficiency, 10
Low-carbon fuels, 3%

Food = 11% |

City and County
operations = 2%



Performance Measure Example

GOAL AREA:
OBJECTIVE:

PERFORMANCE MEASURES:

A. Community-level outcomes

B. Local government actions

snapshot




Performance Measure Example

GOAL AREA:

OBJECTIVE:

PERFORMANCE MEASURES: > L N
A. Community-level outcomes

LEARNMORERECYCLEBETTER

B. Local government actions

FREDERICK COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT




Planning & Design

PLANNING & DESIGN




Transportation & Mobility
Performance Measure:
Demonstrate achievement in at least one category:

Outcome

Transportation Options Achieve threshold mode split for commute-to-
work trips and all trips

Transportation Average jurisdiction-wide HH transportation

Affordability cost <15% of AMI

Transportation Safety Decreasing number of traffic-related fatalities,
serious injuries and collisions with
pedestrians/bikes

VMT Threshold VMT per capita, averaged over the 3

most recent years



Compact & Complete Communities

Performance Measure:

Threshold % of residents in a community live in an area meeting
the criteria for a Compact & Complete Community:

Criteria

Distance &
Destination

Design

Density

Outcome

80% of the centroid of Census blocks are within Y4-mile of 6 of 10
local services — e.g. elementary school, restaurant, fresh food
market, library

90% of the centroid of Census blocks are within Y2-mile of 12-18
local and other essential services — e.g. fire station, regional park,
medical center

Examples:

* 90% of bldg entrances face public space, connected via sidewalks
* 90% of streets include continuous sidewalks

o At least 150 intersections per square mile

Minimum density of 12 HH / acre



Beta Tool & Pilot Program

2010 2011 2012
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Sustainability Progress in 5 Steps.

Q Register your community at STAR Online.

e Choose sustainability goals from a menu of options.

Measure & report performance using a customized

dashboard.

° Submit performance for validation.

e Obtain STAR Community certification.
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Be resilient.

Be innovative.
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Be efficient.
Be inclusive.
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