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“Suburban Sustainability”  

is No Oxymoron 



Sustainable Jersey™ 

 

Is there hope for Suburban 

Sustainability? 

 
Motivating Suburban Sustainability 

through a municipal “Certification 

Program” 



Certification program for municipalities in 

New Jersey that want to: 

• Go green 

• Save money 

• Take steps to sustain their quality 

of life over the long term 

Sustainable Jersey™ 



• Program start: February 

2009 

• 350 or 62% of NJ 

towns/cities registered 

• 65% of NJ’s population lives 

in these communities 

• 74 municipalities certified:  

• 4 towns at silver level 

• 70 towns at bronze level 

Participating Communities 



Sustainable Jersey Partnership 

The College of        

New Jersey 

And many others …  

Mayors’ Committee for a Green Future (MCGF) 



• Identifies actions to implement to help 
towns become more sustainable  

• Provides tools, resources, and guidance to 
enable communities to make progress 

• Provides access to grants and funding for 
municipalities that are working toward 
certification 

 

Sustainable Jersey™ 



• Save money. Get money. 

• Implement actions that lead to cost savings 

(energy, water, garbage bills) 

• Improve efficiency, cut waste, stimulate local economy 

• Access to incentives and grants 

• Gain access to training, tools and expert guidance. 

• Get recognized. Promote your town. 

• People, Prosperity, Planet 

 

 

Certification Benefits 



• Concrete steps municipalities can 

implement to become certified and more 

sustainable; actions include: 

• Ordinances 

• Programs and Plans 

• Policies and procedures 

• Retrofit or renovation of facilities 

Actions 



Actions: Prosperity, Planet, People 



Priority Actions 

• Energy Audits for Municipal Buildings 

• Municipal Carbon Footprint 

• Sustainable Land Use Pledge 

• Water Conservation Ordinance 

• Natural Resource Inventory 

• Green Fleets 

• ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager 



Bronze Certification 

• Total of at least 150 points 

• Mandatory Green Team 

• Implement 2 of 7 priority 

actions 

• Actions completed in 6 of 16 

categories 

Insert Bronze 
Logo Here with 

Town Name 



Silver Certification 

• Significant progress and is a 
statewide leader 

• Total of at least 350 points 

• Mandatory Green Team 

• Implement 3 out of 7 priority actions 

• Actions completed in 8 of 16 
categories 

Insert Silver 
Logo Here with 

Town Name 



Priority Actions 

•Energy Audits (1 or All) Buildings-106 

•Sustainable Land Use Pledge-62 

•Natural Resource Invetory-47 

•Fleet Inventory-41 

•Municipal Carbon Footprint-32 

•Water Conservation Ordinance-16 

 

 



Most “Popular” 

•Community Education & Outreach 

•Environmental Commission 

•Energy Audit for One or All Buildings 

•Green Fairs 

•Community Forestry Plan and Tree Cover Goal 

•Recycling Depot 

•Community Paper Shredding Day 

•Community Gardens & Farmers Markets 



Most “Challenging” 

•Complete Streets 

•Integrated Pest Management 

•Diversity & Equity on Boards 

•Green Buildings 

•Food Waste &Waste Audits 

•Wildlife Interaction Plans 

 



Increased Implementation 

•Anti-Idling 

•Fleet Inventory 

•Community Forestry Plans 

•Green Building Policy 

•Green Purchasing 

•Sustainability Master Plan Elements 



Workshops, Trainings and Events 

• Ask the Experts Conference Calls 

• First Tuesday and 4th Thursday of every month 

• Regular Workshops/Webinars-topics 

included: 
• Community Energy Outreach Workshop 

• Water Conservation Education Training  

• Trees and Woodlands Workshop 

• Case Studies From Leading  Green Municipalities  

• Healthy Communities and Local Food 

• Legislative and Statewide Policy Update 

• How to Fund Your Sustainability Agenda 

• Green Team/Community Networking 

Events 



Incentives and Grants 

• Sustainable Jersey Small 

Grants Funded by Walmart 

• Eight $10,000 grants 

• Three $25,000 grants 

• Twenty $1,000 capacity 

building grants   

• Priority in NJBPU Municipal 

Energy Audit Program 

• Priority in NJ DEP – 

Community Forestry Grants 



Recognition and Promotion 

• Annual Sustainable Jersey 

Awards 

• Sustainability Champion Awards 
(large, medium and small population categories)  

• Leadership Award 

• Innovation Award 

• Collaboration Award 

• Creativity Award 

• Recognition at Sustainable Jersey luncheon at NJLM Annual 

Conference 

• Customized Sustainable Jersey logo for certified towns 

• Promotion in publications and outreach 

 



Sustainable Jersey Sponsors 



Thank you 

 

 

Donna Drewes, Co-Director 

Institute for Sustainability Planning and Governance 

Municipal Land Use Center at  

The College of New Jersey 
drewes@tcnj.edu 

609.771.2833 

 

 

 

Questions? 

mailto:drewes@tcnj.edu
mailto:drewes@tcnj.edu


• Full-color printed 
brochures 

• Brief one-page overview 

• >2000 distributed at 
events and workshops 

• Approx. 500 directly 
mailed to municipalities 
by request 

Sustainable Jersey Brochures 



Program Marketing and Communication 

Newsletters: 

•Quarterly E-Newsletter 

•Targeted e-blasts weekly on news and upcoming 
events 

 

List serves: 

Three programmatic list serves as follows: 

• Sustainable Jersey registered and certified towns 
(695 official contacts & green team members) 

• Mayors Committee for a Green Future (MCGF) 
interested parties (1228 members) 

• Sustainable Communities Working Group (SCWG) 
and Core Partners (419 members) 

 

 

 

 

 

June 2011 E-Newsletter 



Monitoring and Evaluating Individual Efforts 

Approx. 1500 email queries 
were processed. Topics 
addressed include: 

•Specific Actions (many queries on 
the Energy Audit for 1 Building & 
Inventory All Buildings actions) 

•Registration & Certification 
processes  

•Sustainable Jersey Small Grants  

•Website problems/upload 
problems/log-in issues 
(losing/forgetting passwords) 

 

Approx. 730 phone calls were 
fielded. Topics addressed 
include: 
•General info/Certification process/ re-
certification  

•Registration questions  

•Actions 

– Multiple actions in one call 

– Energy Audits/ DI, etc. 

– CPI actions 

– NRI/ ERI, green fairs, water 
conservation ordinance, 
recycling, education & outreach, 
MP Element, historic 
preservation, etc. 

 

 



Certification Steps 

• Pass a resolution; form Green Team 

• Register your municipality online 

• Implement actions (mandatory, priority and optional) 

• Upload documents to meet submission requirements 

• Certification awarded after review and verification 



Tools, Training and Guidance 

• Each “action” comes with a detailed tool 

and step by step “how to” directions 

• Access to free Sustainable Jersey workshops, 

trainings, webinars and resource center 

(CEUs provided) 

• Training sessions showcase successful 

municipalities 


