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Frankford Hall 

1220-22 Frankford Ave. 



Background 

 50% matching grant reimbursement program for 
façade improvements 

 Targets dense commercial corridors in Philadelphia 

 Neighborhood-serving 

 Pedestrian-oriented 

 Partners – Relationship Managers 

 CDCs 

 BIDs 

 Neighborhood Associations 

 Commerce – Office of Business Services 

 Incorporates a design review process 

 



Eligible Improvements 

 Façade masonry/brick 

pointing 

 Cornice repair 

 Painting 

 Doors 

 Windows 

 See-through security 

gates 

 Signage 

 Awnings 

 Handicapped ramps 

 Window boxes 

 Demolition 

 Design/architecture 

services 

 And more! 



Funding Sources 

Grant Source Years Active Single Address Multi-Address/Corner 

CDBG (Federal) 2009 – 2015 $8,000 $12,000 

Bond Fund (City) 2009 – 2013 $8,000 $12,000 

DCED (State) 2011 – 2015 $5,000 $10,000 

EDI (Federal, 90%) 2011 – 2012 $15,000 $15,000 

Empowerment Zone 

(Federal) 

2013 – 2015 

2015 – Present 

$8,000 

$10,000 

$12,000 

$15,000 

General Funds (City) 2015 – Present $10,000 $15,000 



Good Design Can… 

 Increase business 

 

 Attract new customers 

 

 Create trend 

 

 Have impact on corridor 



Galaxy Wireless  5626 N 5th Street 

 Demolition of 
existing storefront 

 Installation of 
new storefront 

 New security 
grate 

 New awning 

 Installation of 
light atop awning 

$30,000 



Kosmetikos  6145 Ridge Avenue 

 New awning 

 New light 

fixtures 

$8,000 



Application Process 

 Submit application 

 Estimates 

 Before pictures 

 Design 

 

 Internal review 

 Design Review 
Committee 

 Historical Commission 

 Environmental 

 

 Complete project 

 

 Submit for 
reimbursement 

 Invoices showing 
payment in full 

 Proof of payment 

 After pictures 

 



SIP – Sample Application 



Example Pictures 



Example Pictures 



Design Examples 



Since 2009 

 796 applications received 

 580 approved 

 508 reimbursed 

 $3.86 million in public 
funding 

 $6.65 million in private 
funding leveraged 

 $20,688 is the average 
project cost 

 $7,585 is the average 
reimbursement amount 

 

CDBG 
56% 

DCED 
15% 

BOND FUND 
14% 

AS EZ 
3% 

CITY 
6% 

ESP 
2% 

EDI 
4% 

Projects By Funding Source 



Outcomes – Anecdotal Evidence 

"A beautiful facade is good for business--it draws 

people in.  The Storefront Improvement Program 

made it possible for us to restore the historic exterior 

of our building.  Now we receive daily compliments on 

the facade and our sales are up twenty percent." 

 

From Dan Thut, owner, Green Line Café, 3649 

Lancaster Avenue 

 



Outcomes – Anecdotal Evidence 

Indio’s Auto Parts & Repairs 

4300 N 5th Street 

From MyHuntingPark.com “In December 2013, the first full month following the new 

exterior paint job, Indio’s sales were nearly double their December 2012 levels. The 

trend has continued in 2014, with monthly gross sales an average of 47% higher than 

their corresponding 2013 figures.” 



Outcomes – Self Report Survey 

 34 businesses responded in 2011 

 

 85% reported an increase in customer visits 

 

 79% reported an increase in sales 

 

 53% hired additional employees 

 

 64 people were hired 



Economic Impact Analysis 

 

 

 

Storefront Improvement Program: 

Economic Impact Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

SIP Grant Recipient Aksum Mediterranean Kitchen at 4630 Baltimore Avenue  

 Limited to existing, 

single location 

businesses 

 

 Corridors which had at 

least three projects 

 

 Small sample size 



Philadelphia Commercial Corridors 

Tacony 

East Passyunk 

Fishtown 



East Passyunk 

 2009 – 2015  

 

 26 projects completed 

 

 $402,000 total project cost 

 

 $142,000 total paid reimbursement 



East Passyunk 

Plenty 

1710 E Passyunk Avenue 



East Passyunk 

Fabric Horse 

1737 E Passyunk Avenue 



East Passyunk 

St. Jude Shop, Inc. 

1805 E Passyunk Avenue 



East Passyunk – Revenue Comparison 
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Fishtown  

 2010 – 2015  

 

 32 projects completed 

 

 $680,000 total project cost 

 

 $234,000 total paid reimbursement 



Fishtown 

Frankford Hall 

1210-22 Frankford Avenue 



Fishtown 

The Pickled Heron 

2218 Frankford Avenue 



Fishtown – Revenue Comparison 
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Tacony  

 2013 – Present 

 

 19 Projects 

 

 $375,781 total project cost 

 

 $163,173 total reimbursement 



Tacony  

FM Mart 

6900 Torresdale Ave 



The Final Word 

Neighborhood Potters 

2034 Fairmount Avenue 


